
December 3, 2021

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection
Bureau of Energy & Technology Policy
10 Franklin Square
New Britain, CT 06051
Via email: DEEP.EnergyBureau@ct.gov

Re: Comments on the 2022-24 Conservation and Load Management Plan

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written comments regarding the 2022-2024
Conservation and Load Management (C & LM) Plan. The undersigned organizations urge
DEEP to end incentives for gas equipment in the C & LM Plan. This request applies to all
aspects of the C & LM Plan including residential, commercial, new construction, and retail
programs. In light of the increasingly urgent need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions as
quickly as possible, and DEEP’s own conclusion that Connecticut is not on track to meet its
2030 or 2050 emissions reduction targets required under the Global Warming Solutions Act,1

continuing gas incentives in the C & LM Plan is counterproductive and insupportable.

Two hundred and thirty two individuals and organizations submitted public comments to the
Energy Efficiency Board (EEB), with 95% of those requesting in some way that incentives for
gas equipment such as gas hot water heaters, boilers, and furnaces be eliminated in the final
plan. These comments are available in the public record. Despite these requests for the removal
of gas incentives, the utility companies and the EEB did not address this request in their official
response to comments. The C & LM Plan does nothing to end incentives for gas in any
programs, nor does it plan a phase down of gas subsidies.

Nineteen organizations also made this request directly to Commissioner Dykes in a letter dated
August 27, 2021 and sent by email. As noted in the letter, the Commissioner of DEEP has the
final authority under Conn. Gen. Stat. § 16-245m(d)(1) to approve, modify, or reject the draft C &
LM Plan, and we urge the Commissioner to remove all gas incentives from the 2022-2024 C &
LM Plan.

The rising price of fossil gas also makes this an important moment to end gas incentives. The
transition from gas to clean energy in homes can lock in more affordable and stable energy bills,
along with climate and health benefits.

Notably, Massachusetts just made significant changes to their three-year energy efficiency plan
in response to criticism that the draft plan was inadequate to meet the state’s decarbonization
targets. The updated plan includes increased measures to electrify the buildings sector,
allocating $800 million towards residential electrification. It also calls for the installation of
54,000 residential heat pumps, including 6,650 income-eligible projects, and 34.1 million square

1 CT DEEP, 2018 Connecticut Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory, at 2,
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/climatechange/GHG_Emissions_Inventory_2018.pdf.

https://66f28e57-02e8-44f5-8613-feb302092242.usrfiles.com/ugd/66f28e_3d0c0ade54d64144a6fe5b43b34d469c.pdf
https://66f28e57-02e8-44f5-8613-feb302092242.usrfiles.com/ugd/66f28e_3d0c0ade54d64144a6fe5b43b34d469c.pdf
https://ma-eeac.org/wp-content/uploads/Exhibit-1-Three-Year-Plan-2022-2024-11-1-21-w-App-1.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/climatechange/GHG_Emissions_Inventory_2018.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/climatechange/GHG_Emissions_Inventory_2018.pdf


feet in the commercial and industrial (C&I) sector, and commits to all-electric new construction in
the residential and C&I sectors.

The Maryland Commission on Climate Change recently published a Buildings Energy Transition
Plan to achieve net-zero emissions from the building sector by 2045 that, among other items,
will sunset financial subsidies for fossil fuel appliances within EmPOWER (the state energy
efficiency program), and will encourage fuel-switching and beneficial electrification through
EmPOWER beginning in 2024. The plan also aims for 50 percent of residential heating
systems, cooling systems, and water heater sales to be heat pumps by 2025, and 95 percent by
2030.

The C & LM Plan is the best tool the state has to decarbonize the building sector by
incentivizing electrification efforts. It can drive the market towards electrification, but not as
currently drafted. Continuing gas incentives locks in decades more emissions and postpones
the building electrification needed to address the climate crisis and meet Connecticut’s climate
goals. We urge the Commissioner to end gas incentives in the 2022 - 2024 C & LM Plan.

Sincerely,

Samantha Dynowski, State Director
Susan Eastwood, Chair
Arthur Helmus, Legislative Chair
Sierra Club Connecticut

Tom Swan Executive Director
Connecticut Citizen Action Group (CCAG)

Alicia Dolce, Executive Director
Melissa Kops, Board Member/Advocacy Comm. Co-Chair
Connecticut Green Building Council

Charles J. Rothenberger, Climate & Energy Attorney
Save the Sound

Leticia Colon de Mejias, President
Green Eco Warriors

Lori Brown
CTLCV

Shannon Laun, Staff Attorney
Conservation Law Foundation

Dwayne Escola
Ridgefield Energy Task Force

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Air/ClimateChange/MCCC/Documents/2021%20Annual%20Report%20Appendices%20FINAL.pdf
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Air/ClimateChange/MCCC/Documents/2021%20Annual%20Report%20Appendices%20FINAL.pdf


Michael Harris, PE
Energy Consultant, Harris Management Services, LLC
Energy Coordinator, City of Middletown

Joel N. Gordes
Energy & Environmental Security Strategist

Jennifer Kleindienst
Middletown Clean Energy Task Force
Citizens’ Climate Lobby - Greater New Haven Chapter

Adelheid Koepfer
Sustainability Advocate
Wallingford

Shirley Mccarthy, MD, PhD

Kenny Foscue
Member, North Haven Clean Energy Task Force

Patrice Gillespie, Board Member
Wilton Go Green, Inc.

Peter Millman
Eastern CT Green Action

Philip Dooley
Renewable energy advocate

Ashford Clean Energy Task Force

Henry E. Auer
New Haven Energy Task Force
Global Warming Blog

Barry Kresch
Electric Vehicle Club of CT

Christine Winter
Avon Clean Energy Commission member

Diane Keefe
Norwalk Renewable Energy Advocate



Bob Wall, Chair
Sustainable Fairfield Task Force

Eugene DeJoannis
Manchester Sustainability Commission

John Hall, Executive Director
The Jonah Center for Earth and Art
Middletown and Portland

Bernard Pelletier
People’s Action for Clean Energy (PACE)

Ted Loewenthal, MD
Common Sense Fund

Andy Bauer
Portland Clean Energy Task Force

Gioia Montana Connell
Consultant, GMCC

Anne Hulick
CT Director, Clean Water Action

Peter Boyd
Chair, Sustainable Westport
Resident Fellow, Yale Center for Business and the Environment

Gately Ross & Johanna Martell
Co-Directors, Sustainable Westport

Windsor Climate Action

Chris Phelps
Environment Connecticut
ConnPIRG

Nathan Frohling
The Nature Conservancy in CT

Aziz Dehkan
Connecticut Roundtable on Climate and Jobs



Peter Schweinfurth
Chair, Energy Management Advisory Committee
Town of Greenwich

Louis Rosado Burch, Connecticut Program Director
Citizens Campaign for the Environment


